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This is a f, fangs ſaying and worthy of all Act2p0ation; 
that Chrs nt Jeſ #/u5 came into the World to pan N_ 
FC arwret "dn thief. ©: 12011 Sow wn t ; 


Ds Y3MEOFR?Y IC 91A >? Om, 


'E che Wards: iecits. bis; undlerſtodd "aka 
.- any Reftriftion or Liniitation that:Chriſt Jeſus. 
_. © <3Þ4i eta theiWorld: tai-fadt! Jmners, | they -would' 
onrrthrowithe geear. Deſign of che-Golpel, and:make! | 
ts Excellent, Precepts-Uldlek and Incffectual. © For) 
10, what purpoſe: ſhauld ; men be pur upon. the-ſe* 
vere. Practice af Repeotancts Mortification\ and\a! :: ny « | 
continued! Canrſt; of a:Floly- Life, if che-meer be. | 
| | Ing Siniws did\Giffficieutly qualific them for Salva: «- + .: 4 

| tion? Thisindeed would be thought 'a'»Dodtrine 


—_ of: all Accepatation at the greateſt Gap, 
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AS "<a pe Cached 


it could not be a faithfu y x being n not © agree- 
| able either to the Nature 6f- God, or Revelation of | 
Will by Chri/t Fe Bur S. Pant ſpeaks { < 
She as Wy been; 5. ec ach asthgd by 
ofeat Sinners; bur had truly and ſinicerely” repented.” 
Of whom T am chief. What then 2 Muſt we look 
on (fi as 60 dard and Meaſure & ſuch Sin- 
rows, + a naſs FEISS AV hate 
rei, TY of "#1 fy e who been Yinnen) of 
a higher Rank'than ever he; was? ;.It's true in the 
Verſes before the Text, he ſets our his Sins, : 
humble Penitent is. wont to do , with the worlt 


a. blaſphemer\and_a- perſecutor, and mjuriois:;; but yet. 
| he adds, +dhatube,oftined Mercy becauſe be de vt.:jguo- 
rantly, in unbelief. How then FOB ak Iebbu Clvef 
of Sinners * - Sins of Jenorance and M* Miſtake the 
grextaitroÞ cul heroic Choi dieÞV/ Bthere! 
Eats Bratyy ochiert by. Jefas Cbiaft 5! Whas w 
becawe' then vok:: iglGcwho hiniagainft Kao : 
Idgriand:Cogleioncd} )anciok lan trodnerounttho 
? Can none of: chef hbpoſor-dfircpoBy- Chraft 
jus; although! they : do: truly Repent'?7 Bur'/the 
1 Joli. 1:7: Bloadcof: Chrift 1 is:/ard etfewhere; (ndicltanſers from alt - 
Sm 4--not;/ whilewe cohtiniue i iv chem;'2 bur/if - we 
" c6.2.1.21xepent and forſake' ther. | And! Jeſus Chriſti is laid 
to be: a'Propitiation for our Sins ;” \and not for ours: on- 
» but- for ths Sims hr "the whole World... And there: 


fore 


' ver. 13, Colours and deepeſt? Fr agr Who was before 
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ate, mtronceJobry. 


fore-this .Exptelfi_h of!'S; Pan/ notes tis begs Has p 

miliry--and* deep; Senſe-of his own Sins .- but doth 
noCexclude others froth the hopes-of + Pardon whoſe 
Sins have: other Aggravations than his had! For;” if 
we leave out the laſt words as":peculiar*t to'his' Cafe; 
yet [the other: contain in them- 2 true- Propoſiti tion 
and of. the-greareſt Importance to Mankind'; The 
a: farbful; aying. and worthy of all acttptthitns that 
Grift 'Fejus caitie into. the World to ſave ſinners. | 
This, -you may ſay,” is a mattez ouroof all doubr 
among /all ſuch! who-hope for Salvation by Chriſt 
Jefus ;1 1forall-are' 'agreed)) | that one Wy or othef 
weareito be; ſaved by him: "But there is!; grefr Diffi- 
culry as to: the Way of ſaving fi miers' by Chriſt Te: 
fus.; whether by the D9trine avid: Example of t the-Man- 
Ghoſt "Jef; bj! the Patber WP'attailled throngh hib 
Sufferings Org by the FYernid $611 of God's aj ming 
wir: Nature, and '(hfferitis {Th "buf ROAM 11 Order to the 
Reconciling God'to'us and iakling a Propitiation' for our 
Sins. 51 Pheſe are ewo' very" different" Fiypotheſes or 
Nozjons3of Chriſt's coming 'fo fave Sinte?s * and the 
former ſ{tems'more'Eafie to be underſtood arid be- 
leved: - and the 'other' ſeems to have Inſuperable 
Difficlries i point"of Reaſon; © and to run our 
Religion- into Myſteries ;- + which expoſe our Faith 
and make Chriſtianiry appear Contemprible to 
Men: of Senſe and Underſtanding. - Is:1r not there- 
fore much better to embrace ſuch a Scheme of it,. 
AS: 


Dn Woo eine ———_ ————_ 


"rh Sermen: men "preached "__ 


25 will hayeche leaſt Objettion againſt it', char o 

Men. of Reaſon may not be tempted to Infidelity, 
and Mea, of Superſtition may, not_under the Co- 
lour, of Myſteries bring; in the: mmoſt- Abſurd: and 
Unreaſonable Dodrines ? 

Thele are plaulible bs peck ads is 
apt to prevail. on conlidering Mens. minds, if they 
were to: form and make a Religionthatmightbe 
moſt accommadated to. the Genins and. Humour of 
_ the Age they live in. - And #raly_ no Men. (by 
their own Authority ). can pretend to a Right to-im- 
pole on. others any, Myſteries, of. Faith,'' or. any. ſuch 


which: are above their Capacity. to;under-/ 


ſtand. - Buri that is not our Caſe; for-we all pro- 


fels to. believe and receive Cbriſtianity 8.2 Divine. 


Revelation; \ and God (welay) .may require from 
us.the belief of 'what we mRy'not be. able ro. com. 

prehend, eſpecially if .it xelates to Himſelf, orfuch 
things: which are” Conſequent upon'the Union: of 
the. Dino and Human, Nature. -: Lhegefore eur 
buf nels. i =; 59, conlider, . whether aQy. {loch xhingsbe 


contained in''that. Revelation- which -we all own + 


5 


and if. they. be, we-are: botind to believe em, 
although we.are not able-ro comprehend them. . 
Now. here. ae ,rwo, Remarkable Gharatters ini 
theſe Words, by which we may examin theſe-difie- 
reat Fhpetheſes concerning: the yp of Salvation by 


inſt us Chriſt, 
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" Lv:I-s a faithfal ſaying; and rherefore-tmſt be, 
connlined in char Revelation which Gadihok tnade 


concerning our Salvation by Chriſt. 
JE Iu worthy: of all Acteptation; i. 6: moſt uſe 
fall and beneficial to Mankind. . 5:09 ad.03 5tn: 
+J2IVWE * Ji 21.0 id 1'Y/ (od ) 


Now: by bel rwo ol fall proce un the Exauti | 


natiga- 'of then - 


"_ Which 'is moſt” agreeable r6 the Reveal 
2" Will of God. - 


rv TE Which 'doth'' offer faireft fr 'the' Benefi 
| and Advantage of Mankirid. | 


{1.- - Which i is moſt 2 preeable- to the Revealed. Will 


af:God:.: For thati we are: ſure is the (moſt faith- 
fall ſaying; ſince Men of Wit and Reaſon may de- - 


ceive .us, but God cannot. When: the Apoſtles 


firſt predched this: Dodtine: to.'the.\World',: they: | 


wexe..not bound: to believe ; what) they affirmed- to! 
be a faithful ſaying till they gave ſileien Evidence 
of their Authotity fram God; by-the wonderfull 
Aﬀftance ofthe; Haly-Choſt.' [But now! this(faith- 

fulloſaying: is> contained in the Bovks:of the Nemi 
Tiftanent, - by which we are: to:judge- of the Truth 
of : alb Greftian: Doctrines: - 
rent Senſes of Places of: -Sexjpture art. offer d;-wel 
are 'ta/\conſider, which. is: moſt Regfonable.:to, be 
preferr'd../ And' herein we are allow'd to Exerciſe 
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And when two diffe-; 
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- out Reeſonc2smiuchras we: ipleaſe.;! ab& che mare 


wedge d65ithof0her weihall come: ro as 


in this matter. 2: MGR): 
;Now-according to: Reaſbn v we tay judge thac 
Gene to be preferr'd;:: os {ond bras Ii 


(1.) Which 1s moſt yet and calle and agree- 
able: e6ih6 frioft*rectived Senſe of? Words" Mor 


that which is forced and intricate, 6r which':pabs 
improper-and meaumrica teaſes Por Word ich 
are commonly taken in 0 eaſes of Rell 
when is is no. Sacramental- _ which pn, it;,pwn 
Nature 1s Figurative. .- = 

(2.). That which ſuits moſt- Bog ” Scope and 
Deſign not only of 'the/particular- Places.,.\Þur _y 
the. whole: New  Teftanins'; which'iis;-tb mag 


z 


God-and to depreſs Man ; to ſet forth the: Jnfinke" y 


Love and Condeſcenſion of Godin giving his Sow | 
to be a. Propuniation for our:Sins';* to-ifet up' the: Wor! 7] | 
ſbip:ofriohie ns Gedi'in ofiivh: 16: (Cpeatunes's 
ro-Repreſenr-and' Declare the 'mighry, Advanta ges- 
Mankuwd receiveyby che Sufferings, ob: Onift ff: T0 
1$3):iThao:whith hath-iBee generally -ceorived). 
in-the Chriſtian Church'to be the Sendo of thoſe? \ples\ 
os. 'Fox, Wwe are (certain, this was alwaysrlook'd. 
on'as a'matter of great Concernihenc:ro:all Chr+- 
Rians 'and they had{ as-great- Caphciry ofcindider.: 
funding the: Senſe 'df: thei Apoltles3-/atmbrhe»Pri: 


mitive Church” had greater Helps tor knowing! ir! 
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Fork others at fo much greater Diſtance. And 
therefore the Senſe is not to be taken from modern 
Hnventions, ' of Criticiſms, or pretences to Revelation ; 
bue that which was at firſt deliver'd to the Chriſtian 
Church and hath been fince received and embraced 
by it in the ſeveral Ages ; and hath been moſt 


| ſtxenuouſly aſſerted, when ir hath mer with Oppo- 


firion, as founded on Scripture and the general Con- 


fent of the C briſtian Church. 


(4.) That which beſt agtees with the Char "IE 


| of thoſe Perſons from whom we receive the Chri- 


| Rtjan Faith ; 


and thoſe are Chriſt Jeſus and his holy 
Apoſtles. For, if their Authority be loſt, "our Reli- 
gion is gone ; and their Authority depends upon 
their Sincerity and Faithfulneſs, and care to inform 


| the World aright in matters of -ſo great __ 
| tance. 


(1.) I begin with the Charadter which the Api. 
| Rles give! of. Chriſt Jeſus himlelf ; which is, thar he | 
was a Perſon of the greateſt Humility 3nd-Conde- 
ſcention, ' that” he did not aſſurne to himſelf - char” 
which he might juſtly have done. ' For let the 


\| Words of - S. Paul be underſtood either as to the 
| - | Nature, or Dignity of Chtilk, -ir is-certain that they 


'| muſt imply thus much, char when Chriſt Teſus was 


-i] here on Earth, - he was not 'of.' 2 vain alluming hu- 


::| mour, that he did not boaſt of himſelf, nor mag- 


ike his own Greatneſs, but was contented to be 
B look " 
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4: Sermon preached 
'  lookd on as other Men; although he had ar that 
time far greater and Diviner Excellency in him 
than the World would believe. Leſs than this, 
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cannot be made of thoſe Words of the Apoſtle, 


Phil.:.6,7. Who being in the form of God, he thayght it nat rob: 
bery to be equal with God, but made himſelf of no Re- 
putation and took upon him the form of a Servant. 
.: Now this being the Charger given of. him let 
us conſider what he doth affiym concerning; him- 
ſelk: For although he was far from drawing the 
Begple after him, by ſetting forth his own Per- 
tections j . yerupon jult Occations, when the Jews 


conteſted with hin, he did Aﬀert ſuch things, which | 


muſt; ſavour / of - Vahtity and Oſtentation, or elſe 


muſt imply that he was the Eternal Son of God: | 
For;call Mankind-are agreed that; the highelt7 de | 


gree of Ambition lies in Aﬀecting Divine Honour, 
or for 4 rheer Man | to be thought-a Godi / hlow 
feverely did God puniſh - Herod for being: pleaſed 


with -che|Pooples folly! in-crying out,, 'The>Face:of 


412-22 Goth and. netic} Man £\i:And theretgire-he: could ne: 
ver have born with ſuch' poſitive: Affertions' and 


kuch repeated Defences of | his, being the Sou of. Gad | 


n-thch../a manner. as implied | his: being; ſq--fram 

Joh. 6.32, Exornicy. "This in| bis-Diſpiites: with! che; Jars. ba 
7 Afﬀrms ſeveral times;!-thet: he came dowy: from Hea: 
38. 50. Ven, not in a Metaphorical but in a propey Senſe; 
”* 3 28/appears by thoſe words, What and if ye fhallifea 


the * 


Jews underſtood it. 


EF EC NE TO EEREIETs; b 
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ths Son of Man aſcend up 1 | 
another Conference he aſſerted, that he was before Joh. 8.58.” 
Abraham. Which the Jews lo literally underſtood, 
chat without a Metaphor they went about to ftone him ; 
lierle i imagining that by Abraham the calling of the 
Gentiles was to be underſtood. But above all, is 
that Expreflion which he uſed to the Jews at ano- 
ther -Conference, TI and my Father are one ; which Joh.ic.30. 
they underftood in ſuch 'a manner- that inked | 
arely they took np ſtones to have ſtoned him. What © 
means all this Rage of the Jews againſt him ? Whar ? 
for ſaying, that he had Unity of Conſent with his Fa- 
ther ? No certainly. But the Jews miſunderſtood him. 
Let us ſuppoſe it ; would' nor our Saviour have 
immediately explained himſelf to prevent ſo dan- 
gerous 4 Miſconſtrudtion ? Bur he asked them, 
what it was they ſtoned him for 2 They Ariſwer 
him directly and{ plainly,: becauſe that thou being a" 3933 
Man makeſt thy' ſelf God. This was home to the 
purpoſe. And here- was the time for him to have 
denied it, if it had notbeen ſo. Bat doth he de: 

ny it ? Doh he lay, it would be Blaſphemy in him 

to own it 2 No; but he goes about to defend it ; 

and proves it to beno Blaſphemy for him. to fay that » 36. 
he- was the Son of God: k e.- lo as tobe God, as the 

Can we imagin thar a meer 

Man: knowing kimſelf © be ſuch; ſhould Aﬀume 

ik to himſelf ; -and yet God to bear witneſs to 

B '2 | him _ 7 
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V. 59. 


V. 31, 
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-» A. Sermon preached - 


'. him noc _ by. Miracles but by a Voice from Hea- 


Mar. 3-17: vent, Whexein he. was called his beloved Son in whom 


he was well pleaſed : Could God be pleaſed with a 


\ morral, finite, . deſpicable Creature , as the Jews 


Matt. 26. 


y, 


63- 


64+ 


F ak is, ſaid. S. Mark, more exprelly, Jeſus ſaid Tam. And 
62. 


v. 64. 


hought him, that. Aſſumed to himſelf to be God 
and maintained and defended ir among . his own 
People, in a folemn Conference at a. very Publick 
Place in one of the Portice's of. the Temple ? And 
this he. per ited in to the laſt. For, when the 


High Prieſt ' adqjured him by the-living God to tell, = 


ther lower the Chriſt the Son of God, ( for he, | 
doubr, had heard of the Reſult of this Conference 


in Solomon's Porch) Jeſus faid unto him, Thou ha 


this was the Blaſphemy, tor which they put him to 


death; as appears by the Evangeliſts. So that this | | 


Mart 26 ought to be a Diſpute only 'berween. Jews and Chri. 


ians ; ſince it was the-very point, for which they | 
* ftians ; 'P Y 


condemned ' him to death. - And in his laſt molt 
divine Prayer juſt before his Suffering, he owns 


| N the Glory. which he had . with the Father. before the 


l] Joh. ns 


World had a being. And now, 0. Father, glorifie 


thou:me with the glory which F had with thee, before the | 
World was. Was this nothing but the Glory which 


God. had deſigned to give him ?\ This .is fo. far 


from being peculiar to Chriſt, that it'is common | 
' tall whom God deſigns to olorifie ; . and takes a- 


way the diſtinction between the Decree and the Ex. 
ecution. of it. (2 ) As. 


bak 
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(2) Asrothe Apoſtles, the Reaſon we believe 
their Teſtimony. is, that they were Men of great 
Sincerity and Plainneſs, and of. great Zeal for the 
Honour and G!ory-of God. And according. to 
this Charatter,, let us examin what they ſay con- 
ecroing Chriſt Jeſus. 

He that was moſt converſant with him, and. 
beloved by him, and lived to fce his Divinity con- 
teſted by ſome, and denied by others, is moſt 
ample in 4 ara ir forth in his Admirable, Sublime, 
and Divine Introduction to. his Goſpel, 


of, if they deny Chriſt's being the Eternal Son of 
God; and it is he , that hath preſerved thoſe Con- 
ferences with the Jews, wherein he aſlerts his own- 


Drvmty. 


S. Paul was a Stranger to him. while. he lived ; 


| bur ar the ſame time when he was ſo zealous to: 


perſwade the Gentiles to the Worſhip of God and not 
of . Creatures, he. calls him. God, 
evgrmore. .And when he faich ; that the Eternal 


| Power and Godhead are known by. the Creation. of the Rom.1.20. 
| World, he attributes the Creation of -all things to Chriſt, @., , .« 
| applying to him. thoſe words of the P/almiſt, Thou Heb. 1. 2 


Lord in. the beginning haſt laid the Foundation of the 
the -Work of. | thy- hands. 


Which cannot be underſtood of any, Metaphorical 


Creation. 


And. 


Which all: Joh. 1.12: 
| - the Wit of Mankind can never make tolerable Senſe © 


over all bleſſed for Rom. 9.5; 


4 Sermon preached 


"And after the ftricteſt Examination of Copies, | 
thoſe will be. found the - beſt, which have thar 
Reading- on which” our | Tranſhuion is grounded. 
3. And without Controverſie great is the Myſtery of God- 
' leſs, God was manifeſt m the Fleſh. So that God's 
beg manifeſt in the Fleſh is made a great Part of 
the Myſtery of Chriſtianity. 

Bur here ariſes a Difficulty, which deſerves to be 
confiderd; 7. e * If there were nothing in oy 
c& Chriſtian Dodtrine, but the Way of Savin 
« xexs by the- Doctrine and Examp le of 'C Lt 
« there would be little Objection to | be made to 
«it; ſince the obtaining * Eternal Life is certainly 
« the beſt thing- can} be propoled to Mankind, and 
« the Precepts ; of Chriſt are Divine and Spiriruzl, | 
« Plain and Faſie to be Underſtood , and: Agree- 
« able to the Reaſon of Mankind; ' bur many, 
« other things are impoſed on Mw: as neceſſary 
« to be believed concerning Chriſt Jeſus, as tor his 
« Divinity, - Incarnation, and the Fypoſtatical- Union of 
<& both Natures; which perplex and conforind our | 
[66 Undetſtandings : and yet theſe things are not [1 
. © only deliver'd as Myſteries of the Chriſtian Faith ; | 
< bur cheBelief of them is required as neceſſary is 
«the Salvation of Sinners ; whereas, if they are 
& Revealed they are'ino fonger Myſteries ;\ avi if they 
« are- vor. Revealed, how-come they" to*Be' made 
« Articles of Faith 2 The Scripeure knows'of no 
other 


_ a. a —_ 


! &« underſtood. Bur thoſe who have ever loved to 


| Tſhall endeavour to remove by ſhewing, 


os; £ 
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«. other Myſteries of Faith but ſuch as were hidden 
« before the Revelation of them, bur ſince they are 
« Reyealed they are plain and open to all mens 
* Capacities ; and therefore it 1s a great Injury to 
« the Plainneſs and Simplicity of the Goſpel to im- 
« poſe ſuch incomprehenſible Myſteries, as Nece(- 
« ſary Articles of Faith ; and it is Abuſing the Cre- . 
« dulity of Mankind, to make ſuch things nece{- 


« ſary to be believed, which are impoſſible to be 


6 Deceive and Abuſe the reſt of the World, have 
« been always fond of the Name of M/teries ; 
« and therefore all ſuch things are to be ſu{pected, 
« which come under that Name. For, all ſuch 
« Points which will not bear Examination, muſt 
« be wrapt up and Reverenced under-the Name of 
« 'Myſteries, that is, of things to be [wallow'd with: | 
.« out being underſtood. But the Scripture never pifcomſe | 
« calls that a Myſtery which is Incomprehenſible in it Jiu... | 
cc ſelfs thaugh never ſo much revealed. | ery &c. 
This is the main force of the Obje&ion; which © * 


(1.) That God may juſtly require from us in 
general, the Belick of what we cannor 

- comprehend. x 
(2.) That which way foever the Way of Sal- 
vation by Chriſt be explained, there will 


be ſomething of that Nature found in it; 
| and 
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and thar. choſe who reject the Myſteries 6 of 
Faith run into greater Difficulties than 
thoſe who aſlert them. 
(3-) That no more is required as a Neceſlary 
Article of Faith than what 1 is plainly and 
clearly Revealed. 
(1.) That God may juſtly require from us in 
general, the Belief of what we cannot comprehend. 


It is to very little purpoſe to enquire whether the | 


Word Myſtery in Scripture be applied to ſuch- parti-. 
cular Doctrines, whoſe Subſtance is Revealed; - but 
the manner of them is incomprehenſible: by us ; 

for why may not we make uſe of ſuch a Word 
whereby to expreſs things truely revealed, bur a- 
bove our Comprehenſion : 2 We are certain the 
Word Mſtery is uſed for things far leſs difficult 
and abſtruſe ; and why may it not then be fitly 
applied to ſuch matters, which are founded on Di- 
vine Revelation, bur yet are too deep for us to go 
to the bottom of them? Are there not Myſteries in 
Arts, Myſteries in Nature, Myſteries in Providence ? 
And what Abſurdity is there to call thoſe Mhſteries, 
which in ſome Meaſure are known, but in much 
greater unknown to. us ? Although therefore in 
the Language of Scripture it be granted, that the 


word Myſtery is moſt frequently applied, to things 


before hidden, but now revealed, yet there is no In- 
congruity in calling that a Myſtery ; ; which being 
revealed, 


| ticles of Matter 
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revealed, hath: yer ſomcthing 1n. it which our -un- 
derſtandings cannog. reach to. Bur it is meer Ca- 


villing to inſiſt on a Word, if the Thing it ſelf be. 


granted. The chief. thing therefore to be done is, 


ro. ſhew..that God .may require from. us the belief- 


of ſuch, things which are incomprehenſible by us. 
For, God may require any thing from us, which ir 
is reaſonable for us to do ; if it be then reaſonable 
for . us to give Aﬀent where the manner of. what 
God hath revealed: is, not comprehended, then God 
may certainly require it from us. Hath not God 
revealed to us that in fix days he made Heaven and 
Earth, and all that is therem * But is it not reaſon- 
able for us to belieye ;this, unleſs we are able to 
comprehend the manner of God's production of 
things? Here we have ſomething revealed and 
thar plaigly enough, viz,: that God created all things, 
and yet, here is. a Myſtery remaining as to the man- 
ner of doing it. . Hath not God plainly revealed 
that there ſhall be 2 Referee of the dead? and. 
mult we think it qnrealo! 
are able to.comprehend 2 C1] 
At the Creation to the General Re-. 


,* 
Py 


furreftion 2 But. it is aid that the 
in this, but there i in the Myſtery 0 
Ticarnation. It is ſtrange Bold 


". the Tringy. and 
.1n Men tp.calk 


orb belle i, le | 
d all-rhe changes of . the;Par-: © * 


Cs ſaid that there is no.C ontradj hon. * 


: 3 Obſerva- 


thus of Monſtrous Contradiftions in-things above their, tions on 
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Reach. The. Atheiſts may-as well ſay, Infinite Power. bis phony 


IS 


\l 


** Letters, 
P. 4+ 


| 16. A Sermon preatbed 


8a Monſtrous Contradiftion ; and God's Immenſity and 
kis other unfearchable. Perfettior®: ate Monſtrous Pa- 
radoxes and Contradiftions. Will Men never learn 
ro diſtinguiſh between Nanibers and the Nature of 
Things ; * For three to: be ane 189 Contradiftion in 
Niumbers;' 3 bur whather-ari Infinire Nature « can com-! 
muficate ir felf to three different Subſiſtentes withour. 
ſach-a Diviſon as is among, Created Beings, muſt, 
not: be Herermin'd by bare Nimbers,” ' but by the. 
Abfolute Perfetims of the Divine Nature ; | which 
muſt be owned to be above our Comprehenſion. | 
- For fet us examin'ſome of thoſe ry” which 
are moſt clearly, revealed' 'and*we fhall find this 
tie. | The © Scripture plainly reveals, that God is 
= 3; wg from everlaſting to everlaſting ; that be was and is and 
e.11. 17. f0. come ; bur ſhall we not beheve the Truth 0, 
cis till we are ble to fichom. the 4by/s of | God 
Biſterfield Exerhity © E am apt” ITY 'tand I kive "rt 
c. Grel.. p. 
| $0. Rd Men: concurring with me Go, We there is 
| pres. ae 10 prearer Difficulty im; the Conc any "the Tri. 
Trim. EY nd Incdrnation, that Ng is De Hy.” *, Not, 
J bur jo there B tear "RAR ol 6 Believe” it "bi 
from hence'it Ek that our Refoli tray obti 
vs 'to believe lome oY which' ies" not; 7 one 
for us-ro'compteh®ndl” \'We Rhbw' c it lier: ey 
muſt have been. for ever, br it is impaffible he 
ever ſhould be; for if he fhould corn \tat6 Bein Fl 
whit he was ne; he muſt have ſome Cauſe of his 
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, and. that which was the fiſt, Cauſe would © 
Fring But, if he was for ever he muſt be from 
be and what Notion or Conception can we 
have.in our Minds concerning /it ?. And yet, Athei- 
fs Men can”, ,take no Advantage from hence ; 
ecaule their own moſt abſurd Flypotheſus hath the 
yery ſame Difficulty 1 in it. For ſomething muſt 
haye: been for ever... And it is far moxe Reaſon: 
able tg ſuppoſe i ic of an Infinite and Eternal Mind, 


which hath Wiſdom and Power and Goodnels _ 


iye Ring ro other things, than of dull, {tupid and 
{alle s Matter; which could neyer moye it (elf , 
nor. giye- Being to any thing beſides. Here we 
have therefore a thing which muſt be owned by 


all; and yer ſuch a thing which can be conceived 


by none... Which ſhews the narrownels and ſhort- 
a of our Underſtandings, and how.unkie they are 
ro. be the Meaſures of the Poflibilities of things. 
Vain Meu would beWife ; they would fain go to = 
ery bottom of things, when alas! $a = Carce un- 

the very Surfacg. of . them. Th ey will al 
PY na Myſtesies in Religion ; and yet every thing 
a, Myſtery ta them. "They ory our;gf Cheats ang 


Ingo es under the Nagign of Moteris ; and: ya 
there; js. nax, 2, Spire, of Grals hux is @, Maſtery, 20 
them ;” the 


y will hear wich nothing in Relirign: which 
they” canngx, Fomprahe ,. and. yer There dp. Farce 
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hend.” Bur above other” things the Divine Fer at 
ons, even thoſe whichare molt Abſolute and. Necef- 
fary are above their Reach. For Jet ſuch Men tr 

their Imaginations about God's Fternity, a meth 
how he ſhould' be from himfelf, but how Go, 

ſhould coexift with all the Differences of Times 
and yet there be no Succeſſion in his own Being. 
F do, nor fay there is ſuch Dithculty to' conceive” A 


Rock ftanding' till when the Waves riin by it; . of 


the Gnomon of a Dial when the Shadow paſſes from 
one Figute to another; becaule theſe are-groſs' un- 
active Kings ; bur the Difficulty is far greater where 
the Being is Perfe&t and always AQtive.' For, where 


there is Sncceſfion there is a paſſing our of not be. 


ing in fuch a duration into being in it ; which is 
not conliftent with the Abſolure Perfe&tion of ' the 


Divine” Nature. . And therefore. God muſt be afl |! 


at once what he is, without any Reſpect to the 


Difference of Timepaſt, preſent or to come, From | 


whence Eternity was defined by Boethius to* be a 


perfet and complete Poſſeſſion all at once of everlaſting & 
Life. But how can we form any Conception in | 
our Minds of that being all at once, which hath | 


fuch different Acts as muſt be meafur'd by a' long 


Succeſſion of Time ? As, the Creating and Diffo]- ' 
ving the Frame of the World ; the Promiſing and | 


Sending the-Me ſras the Dechring | and Executing 
a'generat Judgment'; how can theſe things be con- 


ſiſtenc 


We ee ee ae de Cr COECCOCC 


— Fry 


about this'matter ; and try, 
they can attain to, be not fomething Negative, viz. 


DE 78, FaurenceJewry. 


FI with” Pp! Perthatichr Inſtant;  or'a; Continu- 
ance of ' being without Succeflion ? . For,. it is im- 
poſiible* for us in' this Cate, as to God's Ererniry, 
to/ fart” a” clear and diſtinct Idea im *our Mind, 
of that which both Re Reafon and Revelation convince 
us''minft be. The moſt we can make of our 
Conception of 'it is;that God hath neither Beginning 
of Being, 'nor End: of Days; bur chat he always 
was arid always mult be: And this is rather 2 ne- 
ceſfary Concluſion from Reaſon and Scripture, than 


any diſtinct Notion or Conception of Eternity 1 in 


our Minds.  ' From whence it evidently follows, 
that God tnay reveal ſomething to us, © which-we 
are hound to- believe, and yer after that Revelation 
the Manner of it may be incomprehenſible by us, 
And' conſequently a Myſtery to us. ' 

"HatH not' God Revealed to us in Scripture the 


| Spirituality of his own Nature ? That he is a Spi- 5.10424 
{ rit and therefore will be worſhippd in Spirit and in 


Truth ; 'For, © that is a true Reaſon why 'Spirienal 


Worſhip ould be moſt agreeable to him. Now, 
| f we could have a clear, diſtin& poſitive Notion 
{in Gur minds of God's Spiritual Nature, we = 
fince it is revealed. 


that there + s noting mo feriaus 1 in this, 


- Bur le ſuch Men Examin their own thoughts 
whether the utmoſt 


becaule 


"T- 
ad 
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becauſe greas Ablurdirjes would fallow if we artri- 

| __ any thing Corporeal to God ; for, then he mult 

be compounded. of Parts, and lo he may, be diſlo]- 
ved;: then he muſt be configs ©o.4,cextajn. place, 

and not every: here preſents) he 5anngr. have. the | 
Power of Acting and Sel ns a -—h # | 

"1 2, meer. Bog, bach, not}, For che clearel}. Notion | 
If we. cap have gf Bet), pe. Fhak-itijp wp cop i for | 
things 35-parts # rt which, may, be. Fparated, fi > 
each other, and is confined to a certain plage, and || 
ql hath no Power. .z9 Moye or Act from it ſelf Bur | 
| Gong, thely Med who gry down Myſeries and | 
| magnife- Rezſqn, -.ra ſhew: how, {lender theis pre- [1 
| rences . ta Reaſon are, have allerted a Corporegl || 
Hl God, with Shape and Figure. . It way indeed, ,wgll |f 
thought of by Toke who. would makes. Man, ta by 
; 

f 

f 


Gad , to bring. Gad dawn 45 near to May, as might 
- But how to Reconcile the Notion of a Body 
with Infinite Perfeciqns,, is a Myfery rome, and far 
aboveny Comprehenſion. . Buy &, it .be-na Myte- |/ 
24,39; Tuch Men, they maſt .cichen deny God's. Infi-[ 
. nite. Pertetions or ſhew how a bodily Shape aa [/ 
Y 
fa 
þ 


be capable of then. | But ſome Men can confaynd |; 
Fane, ang: Lfnite, » Body and, Spirits 1God, and, Min, 
and yet kt no Myſteries ; whexeas. x 996 Mew 
3: tarehex from.,opr. Reach and vp: by uy 
ab3a-41F-of- thole: DYIFORE Which nan tf 
Wi Bur. xQ Proceed, | x 49 (07 M161 5 $6 + 
; I | 
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If we believe Prophefie, - we muſt believe God's 
fort-knowledge of future Events :* Fot, how conld 
hey be fore-told if he did not-fore-know thei ? 


vealed ro him which- 18 inconſiſtent with- the 'Diz 
vine Perfections ; or that he doth forekhow all ©: 
teti Events ahd* only thought fitting ro Reyeal 
theſe':* But' hoW can they/Solve*rhie Dilſicuileies' a- 
bout Divine Preſcience.? 1s thete'ho. Mjtthy th this? 
Nothing above their Comprehenſion? What then 


known but what hatli a certzin Caule, arid 'there- 
fore; if evil | A&tions be fore-told God mult be the 
Cauſe of then, *atid Men will not be free Agents 
in-theh © Atd yer its molt certath, that the Suf- 
feritigs of  Chrift bythe Wickednels of Men; 'were 
foretold. What then ? Muſt we make God the 


- [Author of Sits 2God forbid. © Wl the righteous. 
- Judge of all the Earth, puniſly Mankind for his owrr 


yield;"rhar thete 13 ſore Gf thee thanner of - the 


ung 


gon , 


Divine"Prefcience, which is ove our Comprehett- 
wh. "AKd "the trioft Searching and Inquiſitive Men 
ive bet fFored to yiddiit artaftias to the Con: 


taulchietion Betweer the'Cettaitity: of Preſcience and the 


-+ 


i 


"C , 
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Rs. --Isit not then much 
better 


betty of hitlrtran- A 


And if he did: foreknow thof®which he did fote- .' 
rel}; "then it" was either becaaſe thoſe: only were te- 


made their oreat Maſter detiy Kt; 2 thing above —_— = 
his Comprehenſion ? Betaule hothing can before- © 


[i 
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| 
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| Coen fay, I ovens ſola_quietem invenio, as the great 
of did. ? 
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a Myſtery to us. 


berter ro. fir — —— at: "TY TS the To 
hniceqels., of God's incomprehenſible PerfeRions; 
than after all the huffings and diſpurings of Men to. 


-Surely then,;. here. is ſomething, 
plainly; revealed, and.yet the manner. of it is ſtill 


I ſhall not now. inſiſt on any more of the par- 
ticular. Actribures| of - God, ,/ but .only: in general. 
deſire ro. know, whether they believe them to. be. 
Finite or Infinite | ? If to be Finite, then they muſt 
have certain bounds and limits which they cannot | 
exceed,; .and that, muſt cither-be from the Imper- | . 
fection: of Nature, , or from a Superiour Cauſe, | 
both which are repugnant to the very Being of 
God. - If they believe them to be Infinite, how can 
they comprehend them? We, are ſtrangely puzzled 
in plain, ordinary, finite things ;-; bur it, is madneſs 
to pretend ' to comprehend what is Infinite ; : and 
yet if the Perfeftions of God be not Infinite they 
cannot belong to Him. - 

1, Lſhall only;add,;. in Conſequence co. 'chis Aſler: 
tion, That if nothing i & #0 be believed, but what may' be 
comprebended, the very Being of God mult be reject- 
&d roo. And therefore I delire all ſuch who alk 
ſo warmly againſt any M) Hſteries in Religion to.conſi- 
der whoſe Work it is. they -axe doing ; . even. .theirs 
who under this pretence go. about to overthrow all 
Religion. 


—- and 2 a.a — 
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| Beauty 
+| Intelligent Being, than of Blind Chance and Unac- 


{ without- Order , without, Cauſe ? 
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Religic ONn::* ©: For, ſay they, Religion is a FT: Gftery 
« in ics own Nature ; not this or that, or the other 
« Religion ; but they are all alike , all is Mþ Gſtery ; 
« and that 3 is but another Name for Fraud and'Þn- 
« poſture. What were the Heathen Myſteries bur 
« tricks of . Prieſt-Craft ; and ſuch are maintained 
« and kept.up in all kinds of Religjon.. : If there- 
« fore thele men, who talk againft Miſteries' under: 
« ſtand themſelves, they muſt in purſuance of their 
& Principles reje&t one God, as well as three Perſons ; 

« For, as long as they helieve an Infinite and In- 
« comprehenſible Being , -it is Nonſenſe to en 
« any :other Doctrine, which relates to an. Þ1 

<« Being, becaule it is Incomprehenſible. 

Bur yet thele very Men, who ſeem to purſue 
the-- Conſequence. of this Principle to - the utmoſt , 
muſt aſſert ſomething more incomprehenſible than 

1e Being of God. For, I appeal to any man of 
common Underſtanding , whether it be not more 
agreeable to Reaſon to '\uppole Works of ' Skill, 
and Order to be the Effects of a Wile and 


countableNeceſlity; whether it be not more agreeable 


- | to the Senſe of Mankind to ſuppoſe an Infinite and 
-Eternal Mind endued with: all poſſible Perfetions to 
-{| be the Maker of this viſible-World ; 


than, that it 


ſhould ſtart out from it elf, without Contrivance, 
Certainly ſuch 


men | 


D. 
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men have no Reaſon to find: fault-with the MhBe! 
ries of Religion becauſe they are incomprehenſible, ſince 
there is nothing fo Abſurd and Incomprehenſible, 
as their dating Apothefis ;- And, there is nothing 
which" can make it prevail, bur co ſuppoſe :Man- 
kind to be-as Dull and Infenfible as the firſt Chavs. 
Thus I have ſhewn'that it is not unreaſonable 
for God to require: from us the Belicf of lomething 
which we cannot comprehend. : 
\ (2:) T now. come to conſider, whether thoſe 
who are ſo alraid of incomprehenfible Myſteries in-our 
Faith; have made it fo much more cakie inthe Way 
they 'have taken. And. notwithſtanding all 'the 
Hectoring talk againſt Myſteries and things incom- 
prehenſible in Religion, I find more- inſuperable 
Difficukies in point of Reaſon in cheir Way tharvin 
ours. As for inſtance , | wy 
(1.) It & a more Reaſonable thing to fuppoſe 
fomething Myferious in the Eternal Son of God's be- 
ing- with the Father before the World was made by him ; 
( as S. John exprelles it in the beginning of his Go- 
ſpel) than in ſuppoſing that alchough John the 


Baptiſt were born fix Months before Jeſus Chriſt ; 


that yet Chriſt was in Dignity before him. Whar 
a wonderfull Myſtery is this? Can Men have the 
Face to cry down Myſteries in deep Speculations, 
and matters of a high and abſtruſe Nature, when 
they make ſuch Myſteries of plain and calle things: 
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And ſuppoſe the Evangelt in profound: Language 
and: lofty Expreſſions to prove a thing, which was 
never diſputed, viz; that although Chriſt Jeſus were 
born fix Months after John, yer he was in Dignity 
before him ? Yet this was a Mhſtery, ; which, 4s I 
remember, Fauſtus Socinus. glories in that his Uncle 
Lelius obtained by Revelation. 

(2.) It is a more Reaſonable thing to ſuppoſe 
that a Divine Perſon ſhould aſſume human Nature, 
and fo. the Word to be made Fleſh;. than to ſay, that 
an Attribute of. God, his Wiſdom: er Power 1s made 
Fleſh, which is a Myſtery beyond all Comprehen- 
fion ; There.may be ſome Difhculties in our Con- 
ceptivn- of the other, but this is a/thing beyond: all 
Conception or Imagination; For ah Accident to be 
made” a Sabſtance'is as ablurd, as to imagin it to 
jabſit without- one, - £2 

<(3-)- Ir is more Reaſonable to fuppole thar the 
Son of God ſhould: come down from Heaven and rake 
our Nature _ him,- than that a man ſhould be 
rapt up into Heaven, that it might be-ſaid that. he 
came down-from thence: For in:che former Suppo- 
ſition w&have many other Places of Scripture:to 
ſupport it., which ſpeak. of his being with - God, 
and having Glory with him: before the World was; where- 


| a there is-nothing for the other, (bur only thar ir is 
| -nece{fary- to' nigke fone 'tolerable Senſe. of thole 


— 
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--(4:) Jr. is more Reaſonable to. believe that God 


ſhouldi become Man- by raking our Nature upon. 


| him; than that Man ſhould become God. For in 
the former, ' there is nothing bur the Difficulty . of 
coficeiving ' the Manner:of the Union, which we 
all:grant ro be fo between Soul and Body ; bur in 
the other there is a Repugnancy in the very Con- 
ception of a Created God, of an Eternal Son of Adam, 
of Onmipotent Infirmity, of an Infinite finite Being. -Ih 
the former Cale, an Tnfoute is united to a Finite; bur 
inthe other a Finite becomes Infoute, 

(5:) It is' more Reaſonable to believe that Chri 
Jeſus ſhould fuffer-as he did for our fakes than for. his 
an: We are all agreed that the Syffermgs of Chriſt 
were:far. beyond any thing he deſerved -at God's hands; 
but what Account then is to-be givenot them? We ſay 
that he made himſelf a voluntary Sacrifice for Expi- 
ation.:of the;Siris of Mankind! and:4o- there! was a 
greatand:noble End deſigned, and no Injury, done 
£0 a'willing Mind ; . and the, Soripture: as plainly, ex- 
preſſes this, as ir:can-do in; Words. But others deny 
this,' and-make him to ſuffer as eneiwholly lano- 
cent;. for whar Cauſe 2- To make the moſt Inno- 
cent Perſons as apprehenſive of Suffering as the molt 
Guilty ; and the, moſt righteous. God: tg.,pur, no 
differetice between them, with\Reſpect co Suffering2. 
.- (6.): It.is:moreRealonable to {uppole ſugh:3 Con- 
deſcenſion in the Son of God to _ upon hima,the 
NF 4 © Form 
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Form of a' Servant for our Advantage; than that a 
meer Man ſhould be Exalted to the Honour and Wor- 
fhip which belongs only to God. For, on the one 
fide, there i nothing but what is agreeable to the 
Divine Nature, viz. Iifmite Love and Condeſcenſion 
and Pity. to Mankind ; ' on the other, there is the 
greateſt Delign of - Self-Exaltation that ever was in 
Human Nature, viz. for a meer Man to haye the moſt 
Effential Attributes and Incommunicable Honour which 
belongs to God. And whether of theſe two is more 
agreeable to- the Spirit and Deſign of the New Te: 
ſtament, ler any man of underſtanding judge. For 
as it is evident, that the great Intention of it is to 
magnifie the wonderfull Love of God in the ſending 
of his Son ; ſo it is as- plain that one great End of 
the Chriſtian Doctrine was to take Mankind off 
from' giving Divine Worſhip to Creatures ; and 
can'we then-ſuppoſe thar ar the ſame time ir ſhould 
ſer up-the Worſhip of. a meer Man with all the Ho- 
nour-and: Adoration which belongs to God? This:is:to 
me'an inconiprehenſible Myſtery-indeed ,. and far. be. 
yond'allthar' is implied .in che -Myfteries of the! Ty: 
nity: and-Tncarnation. For -it SuBverts the'very Foun: 
dation of the'Defign of 'Chriſtianirycas. ro,the;Re; 
forming Holatry-then in-being;! iv ys the Fqunda- 
tiort for - introducing/ it. into the Workd again; for 
fiace the Diftance between. God and his Creatures 
there. is 


nothing 
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nortiing left but the Declaration of his Will ; which | 
- doth not- exclude more Mediators of Interceſſion. but | 
upon this Ground, that the Mediation of Redemption | | 
is the Foundation of that of - Intercefion. And it is | 
far. more eae for us to ſuppoſe there may be-lamie | 
things too! hard for us to underſtand in the Myſtery | 
of our Redemption by Feſus Chriſt, than that at the |. 
fame time. it ſhould be.both a. Duty. and a Sin to | | 
worſhip any but the true God with proper Divine 
Worſhip. For if it be Idolatry to give it to a Crea- 
ture, then it is a great Sin;- for ſo the Scripture ſtill 
accounts it ; bur if we are.bound to give it to Chriſt 
| ho is but a Creature, then: that which in it ſelf is 2 
Sin, is now become a Neceſlary Duty ; which over. 
throws the Natural Differences of Good and Evil, 
and-makes 1dolatry to be a meer Arbitrary thing. And 
I rake-it for granted, that ity Matters of Religion; 
Moral Difficulties are more tobe regarded' than. Js, 
telsual ; becauſe Religion was far more deſigned 
| for 2Rule of our Actions, than for the'SatisfaRion 
li of our Curioſity. And'upon'due Examination we 
til ſhall-fiad thar there is no ſ{uch-frightfull Appearances 
[ of Difficulties in the Myſtery of thebrcarnation, as there 
| s-in-giving' Divare Worſhip to a Creature, , _ 
| _"Atid/it ought to be obſerved, that thoſe very.Pla- 
| tes which are ſuppoſed to exclude Chriſt: from be- 
| $.J0.17.3. ing the true God; nuilt, if they have any fotce, ex- 
| + car, Elude hint from Divine Worſhipe Fox they arc ſpoken 


©; 


I! 
; 


[ 


H 
i 


' 


9 &# ty Off ' kk. ® Oy mm a ain [> © ww t 


\—- 2 


i RNS OOO YO IST IIA YE IR TEENY EEO TIO DOE ASE nts nn 


> 9 ——— 


Eutrop. p. | 

ts | is by Ofrce but not by Nature. Mick, | 

me | . But a God by Offce who is not ſo by Nature is anew Caecy. 

ery | and mcomprebenſible Myſtery. A Myſtery hidden from Rv 

the | Ages and Generations as to the Church of God ; bur. 

'to | not made known by the Goſpel of his Son. 

ine This is fuch a kind of. M/tery as the Heathen 

ea- | Prieſts had, who had Gods many and Lords many, 2s 

till | che Apoſtle fairh, 4.0. many by Offce akhough bur : car35. 

riſt | one by Nature. Bur if the Chriſtian Religion had. 

S-2 | owned one-God by Nature and-only- one by Offce, the - 

er. | Heathens had been to blame chiefly in the Nunaber | 

vil, | of their Gods by Ofice, and not in the divine Wor- | 

nd | ſhip which they gave to them. Bur S. Paul blames. | 
| 
| 


on, | the Heathens for doing. Service to them -which by Na- 

In; | ture are no Gods ; not for doing it without Divine 6Ga.4. 2. 

ned | Authority, nor for miſtaking; the Perſon who was 

ion | God by Office, but in giving Divine Worſhip to. 

we | them who by Nature were no Gods; which he would 

ces | acver have ſaid, if by the Chriftian Dodtrine, Di. 

ere | vine Worſhip were to. be given to one who. was. 

> | not Gad by Nature. 

Pla- | . But theſe are indeed incomprehenſible Myſteries 

be | how- a Man by Nature can be a God really and 

truely by Offce ; how the Incommunicable Perfecti-- 

a | ans' ef the Divine ' Nature can be. communicated : 
= | | ro. 
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. <ariothey, * and: by his own Command require that'ts 


Smiglece Divine Worſhip ) that the Command of God cannot | 


70 a- ' Creatures how! God ſhould: give/ his Ghoyis n» 


be given -to- a Creature, «which himſelf had*abſo: 
lutely forbidden to be given to any befides himfelf. 
Ir-is: Laid by a famous efuit- (I will not! ſay- how 
agreeably ro their own Dofrines and Pratices abit 


make him worthy of Divine Worſhip, who without ſuch 
a Command 1s not worthy of it. And it 4s very abſurd 
to fay, that he that is unworthy of it without a Com- 
mand, can become worthy by it ; 'for it makes God- to 
command Divine Honour to be given to- one who cannot 
deſerve it. (For no meer Man -can deſerve 'to be 
made God.) But it is more agreeable to the Divine 
Nature- and Will not to give his Honour to a Creature. 


-(3:) Bur after all the Invectives of theſe Enemies|: 


6s Metrics, we do not make that which we fay is 


Incomprehenſible to be a Neceſſary Article of Faith as|- 


it is Incomprehenſtble; but we do aflert that what is 
Incomprehen/ible as to the Mamier, may be a Neceſſa- 


ry "Article as far as it is- plainly Revealed. As in theſ: 
Inſtances I have' already mentioned. of- the Creationh:' 
and Reſurrection-of- the Dead ; would they in earneſt' 
have Men: turn Infidels asto theſe things till they are 


able ro comprehend all che-difficulties which : telate 1 


to'them ? If not, why ſhould this ſuggeſtion be De 


allowd as to the Myſteries which-relate to'our' 'Refy 
2, by Jefus Chriſt * - IF it be Laid, the Caſe a 


nol] 
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y ith ot alike for thoſe are clearly Revealed :end theſe are mot ; 


-'t6 | this brings it to the true- and proper Iflue of chis 


v6. | matter, :2nd if, we do not-prove : a dear Revelation, 
Felf. | we do not.allervrheir being Netfſary Articles of Faith; 
ow | butrniy; Proſenc buſineſs. was: anly to-cake off this 
,oiit | Objection 'thar the Myſteries: were coat ble 
not | and: — get i be received. by" us... 

fuch | : | aa [ yy Kos * 
furd| ©: fe Azad fo [Ore 99. theiſecond Way, by which, 
Con. | we are t6 Examin the. ſeveral Senſes of Gbrift- Jeſus 
d to | caming 40 Jave;Sinners:: "Which, of them terids niore 
not | roche Bentfir and Adyantage of Mankind ; or which 
| be| i more worthyi of all dcceptation,1 | | - © + 

at | And that. will appear by. confi deving cheſs 


mies| ) 2nþ1 _ Which ends moſt to the rang) our Eftem 
ay is) - -- -andiLivt of Obrift Jeſs: - EE 

th as »(2 >. Which tends 190olt to the begeting in us 
at"is|7':' -.. a greater: Alitred: of Sw.) 7 1 | 


oo (g)- Which ehds/ molt .c he frengheoin " 


1 theſ:/ -»\ out Fdape)'of: Salvation by Jefug Thrift: 
eationf 368 3. As:to the: railing #i.us-a greater Eſtes an 
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urneſt Live of Chriſt... We are' certain \that :che Inhnite {}.. . 


y are] Lope*and\Conddf{cenſion\dfuChy/toFeſves\ in under- 
relate 4 caking Bitch '8 Mok 22s: yhe ſaving. w\Siwershnakes 
on beftimoſt worthy! af\rall/Avcepration. . Some Men 
r. \Re|xpa y pleaſe . themiſolves in; chinking thar'by taking 
aſe = all AGyteries they chave:madeabicir Futh | w—_ 
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eaſie, but 1am certain they have- extremely leſſer'd 
the Argument for our Love, viz, the Apprehenſions 
of the wonderfull Love and Conteſcenſ! 10n of Chriſt 
1n coming''into. the World'to ſave Sinners. And yet 
this is the: Great Arguments « ithe New Teſtament 
to perſwade Mankind tothe Love of God and of his 
Job. 3.16. _ God fo loved the: World: that be gave his only be- 
Lotten Son, &c. This is indeed a mighty Argument 
of Love; if by theonly' bexotten: Son be meant'the 
Eternal 'S6n of -God, who'came down from Heaven,” as 
S. John ſpeaks j ſt before; bur if no-more be meant 
bur only that. Ge dnade ww ter Man tobe his.Son, 
and after he had preached-a- «while: herevon: Earth 
and was ill uſed- and crucified by his: own People, 
he Exalted him to be God and gave him Divine At 
tribures' and! Honours; - this were ai Argument of 
great Love to the Perſoh' of.'Chriſt; but not to the]. 
reſt of 'Mankind: / But God's 'Love im. Scripture \ 
magnified with Reſpect ro: the World. in the: ſending 
+Job. 4.9.Of his Son!!! Þarbiximas manifeſted, ſairh"the Apoſtle 
the Love, of God\towards us," becauſethat God To hi 
only begotten Son into the World that we ould) liv! 
-chrongh him. © © Hereit is love, not that we loved:God 
- but" that. he: loved, us und; ſent bisSon ito bei.as Propitia 
2tionfor our: Se." The (great Icove awe _— 
Towards 11; 1. c:otowards' Mankimd:;,”butadcordirn 
To the otheriSenſe/ it: muſt handthack, : Herein wa J 
the Love' offlod manifeſted to kis Son, that for hi 
| Suffering x 
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Sufferings he exalted him, above all Creatures. He | 
that ſpared not his own Son, ſaith S. Paul, but deliver dRoms.ze. 

him up for us all. - If he were the Eternal Son of God 
who came to ſuffer for us, there is a mighty force 
and Emphaſis in' this Expreſſion, and very apt to 
raiſe our Admiration and our Love ; But what not 


ſparing his own Son is there, if nothing were meant 


but chat he deligned by Sufferings to Exalt him ? 
For not Sparing him {uppoles- an Antecedent Relation 
of the. higheſt Kindneſs, but the other is only de- 
ligning extraordinary. Kindneſs for the ſake of his 
Sufterings. Therefore, the Argument for the Love 
of God is. taken from what his Son was, when he 
deliverd him up. for us all; he was' his own Son ; 


not by Adoption as others RR S. Jobn calls him, his Jebn 1-14: 


ch. 3.v.16. 


4 only begotten Son ; and God himſelf, his beloved Son Luk. 32 


in the Voice from Heaven ; and this before his 
Sufferings, immediately after his Baptiſm, when as 
yet, there was nothing extraordinary done by him, 


| as to the great Deſign of his coming. Which ſhews, 
1 that there was an Antecedent Relation between 


him and the Father ; and that therein the Love of 


1 1 God and of Chriſt was manifeſted, that being the 
*. | only begotten Son of the Father, he ſhould take our 
'| Nature. upon him and for our ſakes do and ſuffer 


what he did... This is indeed. an Argument g oreat 


TE enough to raiſe our Admiration, to excite our: - De- 
© votion, to inflame our Aﬀections ; but how flat 


E 2 and 


EY low: Fe it appear,” 'when K” comes” to no 
"1more' than” this, \ that there-was a Man, whom, af. 
rer his Sufferings, God raifed from- the dead and 
made him, a God by Offce * Doth this carry any 
fuck Argument in it for our Fiteem and Loye 
2hd Devotion to him as the other doth upon the 
moſt ferious Conlideration of it ? 

(2.) Which tends moſt to beget in us a grea- 
br Hatred of Sin. - For that is- fo: contrary to the 

Way of out Salvation by Feſus Chriſt, that- whar 
retids moſt to! our Hatred of it , muſt conduce 
mot to our Happinels ; and thereſorc be moſt wor- 
thy of if Acceptiitzon:* Iris agreed of- all hands, 


and in his Body. * In-his Mind ; -whew- ic is ſaid; 
Joh-13-2*: ehat he was troubled im Spirit ;* that he began. tobe 
37, 32: forrowfull and ery heavy; and ſoon after, My" Soil 
#- exceeding forn owfull,, even unto © death. S. Luke 
Wil Mat 4. faith, that he was in an Avorty ; Wherein he not 6n.. 
Uh! ® 4 phi ly prayed more earneſtly, but his ſweat was as it were 
Il great Drops of Blood falling to the Ground. -*  Whad 
1 made this Amazement, and dreadful Agony” in 
Wi the mind of the moſt innocent Perfon in the 
Wi World? Was it meerly the Fear x4 the Pains of 
[| Death which he was to undergo? "Thar is im 
| | poſſible, conſidering the Aſſurance which he had 


when ſo many Martyrs endured ſuch exquiſi te 


that Chrift did*{ffer- very-much bor / iti his Mind 


I of ſo glorious. a Reward fo ſoon following after ; 


'Lorments þ!- 
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Jomnians " his fake without any ſuch Diſtr 
bance or. Confternation. - But the "Apoſtle give 
us another Accounc of it. 


to bear our Sins in his own body on the tree; that 


Chriſt ſuffer d for Sins, the juſt for the mijaſt: 3.18; 


for Hs who :Cor.5.21+- 


S al that: God made him to be Sim 
knew no Sin, that we might be made the righteouſneſs 
of God in him. Hereby we jen how-'ſo in- 
nocent a Perfon came to fuffer ;| be : food wt. own 
Stead ; he was made Sin for 'us ; aa therefore was 
to be. wonced as 2 Sinner ; and to fuffer that. gqa:our 
Account, which. he nk not deſerve.en;his|own:. 


If he futfer & 'on = mir ny + 


way'to-fill our Minds -widn perplaxity concerning; 
the Juſtice of | Providence with Reſpectito his/fdeal 
rigs with the- moſt innocent. and holy. Perſonsin 
this Wozld ;' If: he ſuffer don; our Account, 'then. 
wei have the Behekic of his Sufferiogs,' 'and: chimirh 


- | we fee how diſplealing to-'God lus, when even 


his 'own Son {uffer'd. fo: much by:taking-the- guilt 
of our: Sins/upor-4hitn; | Adi lated -rend more. 
co.the begerring in us 2'(due- bad of: fin; that 


to. conſider, what Chriſt himſelf: fuſer don. the». S 


- [dreadfult :ch6ughts: of -it, that that the: Sicay' and 


Aecount-of-ic ?: \ What can make i us. have.,jore 


mercifull God; when he: ; defigned to \Sabs fomers, 


43 yet: would. have his own Sor to become. Propitts 


Won mi for the: Sins "iy Mankind ? : And unle(s” we. ab 


low 


S. Peter ſaith, He. —<eY Per. 2.24. 
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. cent Perſon, and his Will and Pleaſure ro inflict 


- to Guilt: And ſurely ſuch 2 Notion of God, can- 


Til. R FC, . W E = | Ft | ht - cr tt e O ' 
MG 9ns ho: died that he might be a Sacrifice of Atonement 
Jeb. g. 15 


_ ftrong. Conſolation from-.the Hopes of Forgive: 
neſs of our Sins. Whereas, if this be taken away,|, 
either - Men muft believe that God was - not .inf . 


earnelyF. - 


low this, we” muſt pur force upon: the plaineſt 
Expreſſions'of Scripture ; and .make Chriſt to ſuffer: 


meerly .ro ſhew God's Power over a moſt inno: 
the moſt ſevere Puniſhment without 'any Reſpe&t 


not be worthy of all Acceptation. 

(3-) Which tends moſt to ſtrengthen our Fope 
of | Salvation by Chriſt Jeſus. It we believe that he 
ſufferd for our Sins, then we have great Reaſon 


to hope for the Forgiveneſs of them ; although | 
they have been: many and. great, it we fincerely |. 


Repent ; becauſe the. moſt: prevailing Argument 
for:Deſpair wilt be removed 3: which is taken from 
the Juſtice of God, and his declared Hatred of Sm 
and: Dijpleaſure againſt Sinners. If God: be fo 
much ir :earneſt: difpleaſed with: the Sins of Man: 
kind;' and his Juſtice be: concerned in the Puniſh- 


ment :iof Sinners, how can they ever hope -to 


clcape;. unleſs'there be. a way for. his Dilpleaſure| 
too:be '.removed'y | and his Juſtice: to: be fatisfted ?| 


And this the Seripture:tells us is done- by Chriſt, 


20 Reconcile us: to God by bis Death ; as S. Paul ex: 


preſly-affirms. And-by this means, we:may have| 
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which muſt ' exceedingly leſſen 6ur Eſteem of the 
Holineſs and Juſtice of. God; , or . if he were fo diſ- 
Pleaſed,. that he laid aſide this Dilpleafure, wichour 
any Atonement or. Sacrifice of Expiation. And lo, 
as many as look 'on God's Juſtice' and Holineſs as 
neceſſary /and eſſential Attributes bf God , will be 


in danger - of ſinking into the Depths of Deſpair, 
Reflect {criqufly..on; the; Guilt of 


as often as ithey Re riq1 
their" Sins. ' ' Bur - on' the 'other fide, if we believe 


_ that while: we ' were” Enemies , we were reconciled to 


| God Hy. the: death: of his .$0n- ; then. We may bave 


Peate with 'God through our'. Lord Jeſus Chriſt; And 
nave-Reaſon ro believe that there will be no Con- 
demnation to them that are mn Chriſt Jeſus by a live- 
ly. Faith: and fincere:Repentance ;| then-ithey' may 
with Conifortlook'up to God'as' a Reconciled Fa- 
ther, through Jeſus Chriſt our” Mediator ;* then they 
may with -inward Satisfaction look beyond the 


. Grave, and ſtedfaftly hope for that Salvation which 


Chriſt. purchaſed on Earth and will at laft beſtow 
on all ſuch as Love and Obey him. To which 
God of his Infinire Mercy bring us all through Je- 
ſus Chriſt. For, This is a faithful Saying and worthy 


"of all Acceptation, that he came into the World to ſave 


Simners. 
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